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THE THEATER IN NEW YORK

Billie Burke and Maxine Elliott—"Alias Jimmy Valentine” ||
and “The Faith Healer.” |

New York Jan, 20.—If you know naught
else of Billle Burke and Maxine Elliott

and feels, some way or other, the se-
quence of figures that opens the door.

than that they are pleasant sights, still| Henry B. Warner, a tall, slender, blond
can't you guess by their stage names |5°0 of Charies Warner, the English actor

. g‘ d Iv tall and dark iWhn used to scare drunkards with a
that Maxine is handsomely ta " | terrible example in “Drink,” comes to
while Billie is prettily small and light? |

star distinction in “Allas J‘immy Valen-

If you have ever seen them act, and are |jne"” As a burglar? Surely. And not
told that now in new plays both exploit |at first as a triumphant safe-opener,

their sex In fights with women-hating
old bachelors, can't you guess further
that Maxine triumphs by assertive domli-
nance and Billie by Insinuative cajollery?

{ but as a cropped, striped, abject conviet,
guilty of the crime for which he is being
punished. The women in the audience
like him because the play's heroine loves

him; and she is a nice, rich, modish girl,
iso why should they refuse to dote on a
!gr—nt)vmamy chap simply because he |s
| doing time? So they approve when she
gets him pardoned and Iinduces her
father to employ him in an Ohio bank.

Billie Burke, In ‘“Mrs. Dot,” {s a girlish
widow whe chooses & man to be her
second husband; and knowing he loves
her, she asks him why he won't woo her.
One reason is his poverty and her
wealth; but that is ellminated by his
inhefltance of an English estate and |There ha woos her and they are to be
title. Still, he won't be a suitor, because | married.
in an hour of mawkish moonshine, he | But love's course must not run smooth
has engaged to marry a girl he doesn't |In a drama. This hero has almost for-
care for, and who is careless of him. | gotten his alias Jimmy Valentine
That knot will fall loose without untying, | When a police detective hunts him down
Billle thinks, but it won’t, for the man’s | for an old burglary. He has prepared
sudden wealth renders him desirabla to | himself with an alibl for such an emer-
his flancee; and the play is made up of ? gency, however, and seems to prove that
Billle’s cuts and slashes at that pesky |he is neither Jimmy Valentine nor any
knot, her tricks to undo it and devices | other criminal. The reformed thief's
to break it and then entanglement c\f‘u-zuznmw-r with the thief ecatcher is an

of

To the Theater

After the Theater
Take a

“FEDERAL TAXI”

It will take you where you want to go, in the way you want to go.

$10 Coupon
Books

(Good Any Time)
10% Discount

$5 Coupon
Books
(Good Any Time)

10% Discount

other persons in the snarl

Somerset Maugham s a Frohman au-
thor, Billie Burke is a Frohman actress,
and Maugham has written into *“Mrs.
Dot” a role that fits Billle llke tha
modish gown she wears. Lotta Crab-
tree's celebrity was before your theatrical
time, likely, and I can't name a present
resembling mixture of naive Ingenue 1
saucy soubrette. To Incite
the lover whom she dotes on, sha makes-
belleve to pursue the disdained woman-
hater llke a girl satyr. hat with the
nicety of Billle, the wit of Maugham and

jealousy

the drollery of “red Kerr,”” an actor
brought from London, the encounter

makes the best of the comedy's fun.
Maugham an English Clyde Fit¢
The fat slob of an old bachelor eludes
the hugs and dodges the kisses of

dainty little widow; and she Is so in-
istent that he thinks her in e:
whereupon, he turns upon her witl
pretended o reak of real passion

her mock
libertine to
It is

versus bhurly

fools her. St belleves that
endearments have roused a
madness and ig scared to a panic
a travesty of a weak girl
villain in many a melod
Billie

her struggling

e

. Kerr ¢

around chairs tables,

at last that he begs to marry

This Maugham is the F § S of nervous
Fitch in his deft way of delineating |*'"&" 8 What be-
women in comedy unconventionally. Mrs. | “0Mes Oh, the detective says
. : |
Dot i{s a creature oftener come across in [‘ I gu ! more |
reality than in n 3 used to | AT g0 un- |
1 ted
plck out an actress for his every heroine | . l
&s soon as he had settled on t i “The Faith Healer.” |
needed, and I am told that M He is a plous person who gives the
wrote this latest of his pleces with Biilis |title to “The Fa Healer,” and prob- |
Jurke in mir Mrs. Dot to @bly he came of Schlatter, the man who
T in 1 1 M i tt i alr
Five pounds more of fl e of in the
her too heavy. A tone 1 r | CTe those whose alilments he
fn her voice would grat n the listeners | S€ ire. healer in a play,
to her audacious talk. A perceptible 1if emerges from ob-
trace of sensuality would render her |5¢ ty In the Rockies, works what look |
coarse, For in the course of the play racles ititudes |
she declares her real love to one m 1 a litt —_— — - — - s
her bogus love to t ind There . - arl il w B - o I | 7 v
her &t 15 lov n g a | & § N ™ ' . Ly " A VRN T Tr 3 Disney
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; e ..x . : . ara 8 1t H\I‘mqv Powel] Miss ( ngland returned on 1~ Brock - .
eminine eriority as coms | } 2 ! . } T s. Clar
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3 in her. 1 ) re the nly e L - — . B - = e "
persons on the yacht except a valet 1 1an lysis a f Miss Nettie Knowles will | Albert D. Brockett € Ve Mrs
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crew should mutlny. They are so wey |2 Yot 8re divided between bored 3 Miss Elizabeth Lloyd returned on Mon- | L. Lambeth In this city Capt, Herbert Br rre
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nection with his brain, turns the knob

|
1 | the Hurrah,”

| Jimmy and the audie
|

absorbing fight of wits with words, and
Jimmy 1is the victor—almost—not quite,
ltnr the play's last, long, quivering thrill
| requires that he be exposed as a male-
factor -

| A judge has just ruled that Paul Arm-
| strong shall pay to the heirs of Andrew
‘J. Dam the hundred thousand dollarg he
| has received in royalty for “The Heir to
because he took the story
rom one of Dam’s narratives; yet that
doesn't warrant me in withholding credit
to Armstrong for inventing Jimmy’'s sen-
sitive finger tips and his use of them to

get a child out of a bank wvault. The
little one is his sweetheart's sister. She
playfully hides in the vault, the time-
lock Is seg for the night, and she will
| suffocate before it can be opened in the

morning—unless Jimmy performs the feat

in burglarly which will i{dentify him as
the stress on

the former cracksman. See

ate. With
feels

Jimmy doesn’'t hesi

{ derful fingers,

his won-

he out

the numbers

| ’
jof the lock's combination, stopping only
|to sandpaper the skin off thelr tips till
|the women say “Ouch,” marking the
progress of his work with blood and!
f outright melodramatic episode |
ito Broadway attention; so that, H
|t heav ron door swings open, the |
| i1 and

v
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